
Session 5: Downtown Kinston Revitalization 



Downtown Kinston 

Revitalization (DK) 

Est. in 1984 as òPride of Kinstonó 

 

 

 

DK rebranded in 2021 to a name that 

most clearly stated who they are and 

what they are aboutñsupporting 

downtown Kinston! 



ò 

ó 

The mission of  Downtown Kinston Revitalization is to 

spearhead historic commercial district revitalization using 

the Main Street approach that promotes economic 

development within the context of  historic preservation. 

Downtown Kinstonõs Mission 



Downtown Kinston Revitalization Facts 

ÅA 501(c)3 nonprofit 

ÅExecutive Director is a City employee (since 2017) 

ÅOversight provided by a Board of  Directors comprised of  downtown merchants 
and property owners, City officials, and Kinston residents. 

ÅFunding comes from the Municipal Service District property tax, an annual City 
grant, and fundraisers for specific events held during the year. 

ÅDK is a downtown focused organization powered by volunteers, but which has a 
whole community impact. 



What is the MSD? 

A Municipal Service District (MSD) is a defined area within a 
municipality in which the local government levies an 
additional property tax in order to provide extra services to 
that area. 

Kinstonõs Municipal Service District (MSD), encompasses a 
27-block area around downtown, and  the City of  Kinston 
has chosen to allocate all MSD revenues to DK to provide 
downtown services on behalf  of  the City.  

MSD revenue has grown from ~$54,000 in 2011 to ~$70,000 
in 2021ña 30% increase over ten years! 



What services 

does DK 

provide in the 

MSD? 



Downtown Kinstonõs Goals 

ÅPromoting a positive image of  Kinston through media and beautification 

ÅDeveloping Kinstonõs assets 

ÅCreating events that provide a positive experience for locals and visitors 

ÅCollaborative partnerships with City Departments, Visit Kinston, Chamber 
of  Commerce, schools, museums, youth organizations, and more! 

ÅSupport to local businesses and properties in the form of  façade grants, 
business and marketing guidance, and special projects. 

ÅSupporting small businesses through the Kinston Enterprise Center 

 

 




