Kinston City Council

MINUTES
October 18, 2022

Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Tuesday, October 18, 2022
Work Session at 5:30 pm · Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm
This meeting was held in person and published electronically at
https://www.facebook.com/KinstonCityHall
Available for viewing on the local government channels 2 and 102

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Adoption of the Agenda
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will
be entertained prior to Adoption of the Agenda.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs, and upon a
unanimous vote [4-0], the agenda was adopted.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.

Consider Adoption of a Resolution of Support of the City of Kinston’s Rural
Transformation Grant 2022 Application ------------------------------------------ Marcia Perritt
(THIS ITEM WAS DISCUSSED OUT OF ORDER – AFTER ITEM #5)
(Ms. Perritt participated via Zoom)
Marcia Perritt, UNC SOG Development Finance Initiative reviewed that the NC Department
of Commerce has released Rural Transformation Grant funding, which is a source from the
American Rescue Plan. She has worked on an application plan primarily for the community
enhancement category. A resolution is included in the packet for funds for a plan for East
Kinston. This is defined as the residential areas surrounding the MLK corridor, as well as
South Queen Street, and some initial funding for early projects that will result from the plan
for vacant and abandoned properties and lot acquisition.

Councilmember Suggs stated that the resolution looked great and had positive feedback from
the draft plan sent to the Council that had a great statement of how COVID-19
disproportionately impacted East Kinston and the need and desire for economic and
community development that the Rural Transformation Grant will provide for that
neighborhood.
c
2. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Consider Acceptance of Streets in The Briarpatch
Subdivision ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Steve Miller
Steve Miller, Public Services Director stated the Briarpatch Subdivision was discussed in July.
This is an active residential development that is moving rapidly. These are townhomes already
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in the city and the subdivision was started in 1998 by a different developer. Most of the streets
were not acceptable, but the new developer has requested that the City consider accepting the
streets within the subdivision. The City maintains a small portion coming in off Briery Run
Road. There is a section in front of existing homes that is not City-maintained and then the
parts where he is building. He has agreed to rebuild the streets to meet our standards. They
have proposed 18-24 months to finish the housing units and are ahead of schedule. They have
asked the City to accept the streets; there is no money requested and no reimbursements of any
kind. There is a resolution included to accept the streets. When the streets are accepted, the
areas that are being maintained will need to be resurfaced because of the construction traffic
and the area that is unmaintained in front of the existing homes will need to be rebuilt. The
estimated cost for the City to work on those sections is $130,000. If the proposed units are
built, we expect to receive an additional $55,000 a year in tax revenue. The average cost of
the units is $164,000 each. We should be able to recover the money quickly when we are
asked to do the work, and the work will not be done until they are built and on the tax roll. Mr.
Miller read the five conditions included in the resolution. He stated that when completed this
will add .34 miles to the Powell Bill revenue.
3. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Accept Amended SRF Loan of $3,011,065.00 for the
Briery Run Sewer Rehabilitation Phase V Project --------------------------------- Steve Miller
Steve Miller, Public Services Director related that in August the Council awarded the
construction contract for the Briery Run Phase V to Spiniello Company. The total cost of the
award plus the cost for construction observation and testing services was expected to increase
from $2,905,630 to $3,035,865 to cover the work, which includes a 5% contingency for the
construction bid award. As part of the same action, the Council approved seeking an
amendment to the SRF loan to cover the full project cost. The amendment request was
submitted to increase the loan amount from $2,905,630 to $3,011,065. The Division of Water
Infrastructure has approved the amended loan amount. Mr. Miller explained that this is a 20year loan and would be paid out of the Sewer Fund. Councilmember Swinson asked if there
was any forgiveness with this loan and Mr. Miller stated there was $500,000 in principal
forgiveness.
4. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Support the Findings of the City of Kinston Flood
Resiliency Study Completed by the Environmental Defense Fund in March 2021 -- Steve
Miller
Steve Miller, Public Services Director said that they have applied for two different funding
pots for the construction funds. An application was submitted to N.C. Local Assistance for
Stormwater Infrastructure Investments Fund (LASII) and a follow-up application is being
completed for the North Carolina Land and Water Fund (NCLWF). A pre-app was submitted
in June for the NCLWF that was approved and were asked to submit a full application by
October 31st. One of the comments returned was to ask for less than the allowable amount of
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$5 million, so we are looking at limiting our application to $3 million. They have asked the
City to endorse the study that started this project which was the Environmental Defense Fund
Flood Study for the Adkin Branch. They also asked for the Capital Improvement Plan to be
readopted. Mr. Miller said the total for the natural improvements identified in the project is
estimated at $8.4 million. If the requests are met for $8 million between these two groups, the
City may consider contributing the other $400 K from the Stormwater Fund. He stated they
are seeking the other $8 million for the rest of the project, which is mostly infrastructure
improvements at Heritage and Queen Streets. Mr. Miller shared that he has some leads with
DOT to start submitting to them to see if they will participate in the funding toward those two
locations.
5. Consider Adoption of a Resolution for the Stormwater Capital Improvement Plan - Steve
Miller
Steve Miller, Public Services Director stated there is an existing Capital Improvement Plan
and it has been several years since one has been present for adoption. The table and list are
updated to reflect projects completed in recent years as well as additional projects that have
been identified. Funding has been requested funding for pipe condition studies that are
included in the Capital Project List. Also, there are potential needs along Hardee Road and
some areas that flood repeatedly. If we get the funds for the pipe condition study that will lead
to additional assessments of our system throughout the city or identify other needs. Mr. Miller
encouraged anyone aware of any problems with flooding, water quality, ditches, etc., to let us
know and they will see if they are potential candidates for work in the future.

6. Consensus for Bill Fay Park Playground Replacement Funding --------------- Corey Povar
(Mr. Povar participated via Zoom)
Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director stated Bill Fay Park is a regional park and the
playground has reached its life span of about 20 years. He presented two funding options for
purchase and installation. One proposal is borrowing from the Electric Fund and paying the
loan back over the next four to five years through capital allotment. Another option is for an
allocation of the additional ARP Funding of the $100 K allocated for Organizational Support.
Mr. Povar stated he was looking for consensus today on whichever funding option is thought
to be the most viable. Mayor Hardy thanked Mr. Povar.
Councilmember Swinson asked what the cost was for the replacement of the equipment. Mr.
Povar stated that he previously received a quote for a direct replacement for $180,000 from the
company that was being used for Fairfield. During the purchasing process, he would get
multiple quotes and bid the process out. Mayor Pro Tem Hardy asked if there were any other
sources to get the funding other than the Electric Fund. The discussion continued with Ms.
Goodson saying that the Electric Fund does have money that could be paid back. Ms. Barwick
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stated they did look at making sure that it did not grow the Recreation budget and felt that the
Electric Fund could share this to avoid having to dip into the General Fund. She said Mr. Povar
did look at grants but did not see any opportunities there. Mr. Povar said he did not see
anything specific to playgrounds. He commented that the lead time is about 10 weeks for
equipment and installation and that is the reason for borrowing from the Electric Fund.
Councilmember Swinson asked if they used the $100 K in the ARP Funds did Parks and
Recreation have the $80K in their budget? Mr. Povar said they did not. A discussion followed
regarding philanthropy. Mr. Povar asked everyone to remember we are on the verge of a $1
million park project and will be starting to make phone calls to hopefully get some additional
funding so we can do more.
7. Retirement of K-9 Oden – Transfer of Ownership to K-9 Handler ----------- Keith Goyette
Keith Goyette, Interim Police Chief discussed the retirement of K-9 Oden. He shared that
there were health issues and the veterinarian felt that it was in the best interest of K-9 Oden to
retire him and in the best interest of the City. Chief Goyette stated that they would like to
relinquish ownership of the City to Officer Dunn. Councilmember Swinson asked about the
number of K-9s we have in service and Chief Goyette stated there were two.
8. Consider Adoption of a Policy for Advertising City-Owned Properties and Desired
Minimum Bids for the Upset Bid Process ----------------------------------------- Chris J. Suggs
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED TO THE ACTION AGENDA – ITEM #6)
Councilmember Suggs review the policy written to advertise City-owned properties and the
desired minimum bids for the upset bid process. The City owns1,000 plus vacant underutilized
properties that are a blight on our resources and a strain on our budget. It has been discussed
that we would like to have some revenue from these properties and a specific desire to have a
minimum bid requirement before consideration. He shared the six mandates in the policy and
gave explanations for each.
After discussion by the Council on the details of the six mandates. Councilmember Suggs
suggested having this item added to the Action Agenda and that the minimum percentage be
changed to 15%. Mayor Hardy stated it would be moved to the Action Agenda subject to the
additions and 15%.
Councilmember Aiken initiated a discussion regarding covering the advertising fee.
Councilmember Suggs shared that any bid under $1,000 would pay the advertising cost.
Mayor Hardy stated we will move forward with the policy subject to the language regarding
the percentage of the appraised tax value and advertising fees.
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Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], subject to the language and advertising fees, moving this item to the
Action Agenda as Item #6 was approved.
RECESS UNTIL 7:00 REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Hardy recessed the meeting at 6:42 pm.
REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.
Mayor Don Hardy delivered the prayer, followed by the recital of the pledge of allegiance.
Councilmembers’ Roll Call
Present: Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Chris J. Suggs, Robert Swinson, and Mayor Pro
Tem Hardy.
Present Also: Rhonda Barwick, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney.
Absent: Councilmember Felicia Solomon.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.
Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City Staff.

1. Curtis Henderson, 611 N. McLewean Street, Kinston, NC stated he was Chair for Hope to
Destiny Youth and wondered if anyone had revisited the 3-year policy on helping non-profit
agencies and where everyone stood on that policy. Mr. Henderson also explored other topics
regarding the distribution of the ARP funding and noted they would like to be in line for some
of that funding whenever it comes up. He addressed the gun and drug problems in the City.
As a licensed substance abuse counselor for the past 12 years who has practiced in Lenoir and
Wayne Counties, he sees that they are getting younger every day. Hope to Destiny is to educate
the youth on gun violence and drugs. Though there is a lack of funding he does what he can.
Mr. Henderson announced that he will have a coat drive on November 12th at noon at 611 N.
McLewean Street and asked everyone to please donate a coat. He can be contacted at 252560-9228 or they can be dropped off at 611 N. McLewean Street. Mr. Henderson added that
every day kids are getting their hands on guns and without proper education, they are heading
for either the graveyard or jail. Hope to Destiny for Youth is trying to be there for those kids.
Mr. Henderson asked to be called if you know any that needs help or guidance, please call him.
2. Hinda Moore, 507 E. Bright Street, Kinston, NC discussed the condition of the City-owned
lots.
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Councilmember Swinson clarified a comment he previously made to inform Ms. Moore it was
about the abandoned properties and not the lots. Some of the lots not being cut were due to
funding.
MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on Tuesday, October 4,
2022 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Debra Thompson
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the minutes for October 4, 2022, were approved.
CONSENT AGENDA
1.

Consider Adoption of a Resolution of Support of the City of Kinston’s Rural
Transformation Grant 2022 Application ------------------------------------------ Marcia Perritt
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2. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Consider Acceptance of Streets in The Briarpatch
Subdivision ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Steve Miller

3. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Accept Amended SRF Loan of $3,011,065.00 for the
Briery Run Sewer Rehabilitation Phase V Project --------------------------------- Steve Miller
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4. Consider Adoption of a Resolution to Support the Findings of the City of Kinston Flood
Resiliency Study Completed by the Environmental Defense Fund in March 2021 -- Steve
Miller

5. Consider Adoption of a Resolution for the Stormwater Capital Improvement Plan - Steve
Miller

Page 9 of 18

Kinston City Council Minutes

Tuesday, October 18, 2022

6. Retirement of K-9 Oden – Transfer of Ownership to K-9 Handler ----------- Keith Goyette
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the Consent Agenda items 1-6 were approved.
ACTION AGENDA
1.

Consider a Public Hearing and Approval to Amend the City of Kinston Unified
Development Ordinance – Section 7.34 ----------------------------------------------- Adam Short
Adam Short, Planning Director presented a request from Mr. Brandon Corey to amend the
UDO-Section 7.34. The request in the initial application says to reduce it to 250 feet, it was
updated to remove the separation requirement between tattoo parlors and churches and
residentially zoned properties entirely. In the downtown B-2, churches are not permitted uses
The Planning Board found that favorable and recommended approval of the ordinance
amendment. Being that those uses are no longer allowed downtown, they thought it was
sufficient to consider removing that requirement. Mr. Short shared that the following agenda
item is contingent on this ordinance amendment moving forward.

Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing. There was no one to speak in favor of or
opposition to and the Public Hearing was closed.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the request to amend the City of Kinston Unified Development
Ordinance – section 7.34 was approved.
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2. Consider a Special Use Permit (SUP) to Operate Tattoo Parlor ----------------- Adam Short
Adam Short, Planning Director presented a Special Use Permit for 111 N. Queen Street. The
surrounding zoning on all sides is B-2 (Central Business District) zoning. There is a mixture
of retail, commercial, institutional uses, hospitality, and catering, and institutional and museum
uses. The Planning Board has recommended approval of this item.
James Cauley, City Attorney reminded everyone that this is an evidentiary hearing under the
rules of procedures; witnesses are sworn, and testimony is given under oath. Certain subjects
require expert witness testimony. Evidence is heard and applied to the criteria that are in the
ordinance.
Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing.
Brandon Corey and Jeffrey Lovett were sworn in by Debra Thompson, City Clerk.
Brandon Corey spoke in favor of the tattoo studio. Mr. Corey stated that he has been to the
Council before in 2018. At the time they were located at 1603 S. Queen St. The flood came
and they were forced to leave as a business and move elsewhere. They moved to Greenville
and have remained until last year. After that, he was not healthy enough to travel back and
forth. The studio was sold in Greenville. Mr. Corey stated tattoo studios were not what they
were once idealized of being. It is not a drug establishment and nothing is going on there that
is unlike anywhere else. He said downtown is growing with a lot of younger people coming
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in and noted that we have bars and drinking establishments on every corner across the way
from them on Queen Street. When they were here before at the 1603 location, they gave away
a lot of tattoos work around Christmas and gave away toys to less fortunate families (at least
seven families). Mr. Corey stated that tattoos were taboo at one time. He shared that he owned
another business cleaning and servicing restaurants and fire protection for 400 restaurants
(including NC Public Schools) from Virginia to Augusta, GA. This is not his primary business,
but something he enjoys doing. The business will also be an art gallery. Once they get to that
point, he would love to get some of the youth in. There is a lot of youth that have artistic
abilities. If they want to come in and paint, it will not be an environment to only come in and
get a tattoo. Most of the tattooing, it will be done by appointment only. He wants to get the
youth off the street and in to do something productive. Mr. Corey said there are tattoo artists
that make $300-$400; per year and he does not see any difference in trying to teach the youth
something if they want to come in and do it than working at McDonald’s’. He stated he thinks
that this will be a good thing.
Jeffrey Lovett spoke in opposition to the studio. Mr. Lovett stated he has an antique store two
doors from where they plan on going in. He has talked to several businesses and has not found
anyone that feels that that is a good choice. The building is a good-sized building for just
tattoos. They will have to be doing something else to make the money. The building goes
from one block to the other. We need retailers that are going to be there and open during the
week. Otherwise, your businesses will be tattoo parlors, vape companies, and other unseemly
things that could happen, including gambling casinos and so on (which we have had before).
Mr. Lovett shared that there are three antique stores and several thrift stores that are bringing
people here. It is most important to bring a group of people to town for a purpose. Their
business brings people from all over the country. There is a need to bring other businesses in
that will bring people in. If there are offices in that area, they will take up all the parks. He
reiterated the need for retail. He did sell spoon rings since the days of Woodstock and knows
about tattoo parlors. The State has decided to make regulations on tattoo parlors because they
are concerned about people’s health. Many towns are dealing with people wanting to start
tattoo parlors and many towns are holding them from coming into the area or are giving them
regulations. Governments have gone as far as limiting locations, time of day to be open, and
liability requirements. They are working on the largest organ of the human body, the skin. All
kinds of sicknesses and diseases can be passed down that way. Mr. Lovett noted that many of
the tattoo parlors that he has been in are not as clean as they need to be. There is always the
concern of the people that frequent those places, the loitering, the outside smoking, and the
dropping of trash and other things. We do not need more bars, vape shops, adult bookstores,
or gambling casinos. In talking to several persons on the street and has not found anyone that
is for this.
Mayor Hardy closed the Public Hearing.
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Councilmember Aiken asked if there were any tattoo businesses in the city limits. Mr. Short
stated there were not. Mr. Aiken asked Mr. Corey how many autoclaves he would have. Mr.
Corey said there was one for piercing purposes only. Everything item used in the establishment
is disposable and all items exposed to possible blood-borne pathogens are placed in a sharps
container and carried away. Mr. Aiken asked was the health department inspections random
or scheduled to which Mr. Corey stated it is random. Mr. Aiken asked if there were any
violations or problems when Mr. Corey was in Greenville. Mr. Corey said he has never had a
violation or the cops and had an EMS visit once for a woman that fainted at the sight of blood.
Mr. Corey stated that the tattoos would be done by appointment only and there would be no
loitering. He shared that he is the only one licensed by the State Board of Medicine for
tattooing in the Eastern NC region. Mr. Aiken inquired about the amount of space in the
building. Mr. Corey stated this was not the building he wanted but was given a deal on the
building he could not refuse. The back part will be used for tattooing and body piercing and
the front will be an art gallery. There will be canvases and all types of artwork in all art forms.
Tattoos will be by appointment only and piercings will be on a walk-in basis. He discussed
the cost of the buildings here in Kinston and noted that they are overpriced.
Councilmember Suggs said since the amendment to the UDO was approved, there are
guidelines for why we cannot approve Mr. Corey’s request and this is in full alignment with
what we should consider for a Social Use Permit. Kinston has positioned itself as a destination
and people are coming here because of our arts community. Tattooing is a form of cultural
expression.
Mayor Hardy noted that by the quasi-judicial hearing rules, no evidence was found effective
on the presented findings of the Special Use Permit.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the Special Use Permit to operate a tattoo parlor was approved.
Councilmember Suggs provided the address of the business discussed for clarification to a
member of the audience.
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Consider a Public Hearing and Approval to Amend the City of Kinston Unified
Development Ordinance – Section 7.44 ----------------------------------------------- Adam Short
Adam Short, Planning Director stated that an application was received from Mr. Graham King
to strike a section of the ordinance; specifically, Section 7.44.2. About two years ago the
ordinance was drafted to address questions about residential on the first floor (downtown).
Second-story and third-floor residential downtown are permitted uses by right. First-floor
residential clarification was added to allow for first-floor residential on the side streets and
specifically said no residential fronting on Queen St. This is apart from if you have an access
point. The request is to strike that section to allow first-floor residential fronting on Queen
Street. Mr. Short said the Planning Board has recommended the denial of the request. There
was no other limitation(s) noted.

Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing.
Graham King stated he owned the property at 415 N. Queen Street and has purchased 411, and
413 N. Queen Street. These are the two properties (411 & 413) that they are currently trying
to renovate. They were going to do the retail space on the bottom with two studios on the top.
When looking down Queen Street there are so many vacant buildings that have parking in front
of them and he does not have parking because that has been taken away from them. He stated
they discussed why have retail at that end when you do not have the parking that has been
made for the business district. They decided to put four units there for residential instead of
retail space. At that time Mr. Short then shared with him the ordinance for residential
downtown and he is requesting the removal. Mr. King stated that there was plenty of retail
space available down Queen Street and on this end the parking has stopped.
Mayor Hardy closed the Public Hearing.
Councilmember Swinson related that the Council has previously stated that they did not want
any residential on the first floor facing Queen Street (entry or exit) and stated it should continue
as such. Mayor Pro Tem Hardy added that if one area is allowed, that will open it up for all
areas. There was a reason it was put in place; it was beneficial to the City. Councilmember
Aiken asked if there was any entrance(s) other than Queen Street. Mr. Short explained the
areas and there were no entrance points on the side.
Councilmember Suggs thanked Mr. King for sharing his plan and for purchasing and starting
the rehab on the building. He discussed that there was a lot of feedback from the community
members and business owners downtown regarding the first-floor residences on Queen Street.
To be cohesive throughout the MSD this request would open the door for all of Queen Street.
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Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the request to amend the City of Kinston UDO-Section 7.44 was
denied.
4. Consider a Public Hearing and Approval for Rezoning Request from O&I (Office and
Institutional) to B-1 (General Business) & RA-6 (Residential) ------------------ Adam Short
Adam Short, Planning Director stated the request was submitted by Mr. Ely Perry to rezone
approximately 33 acres of property located on Airport Road adjacent to the rear of Doctors
Drive. Current zoning is a mixture of Office and Institutional (O & I) and RA-6 (Residential).
This proposal would create B-1 & RA-6 zoning. The long-term proposal is a mixture of mixeduse for the B-1 area and residential for the RA-6 area.
Mayor Hardy opened the Public Hearing.
Ely Perry, Perry Management said the property is under contract and they intend to do
development in the area. This change would correspond with what they intend to do. He
shared that the company intends to build a self-storage facility that would be a phased project.
There will be a flex space on Airport Road and a conditioned and unconditioned boat and RV
storage. Councilmember Swinson asked if the structure would be closed in. Mr. Perry stated
it would be both. The flex space will be offices in the front with garage doors in the back. The
units will be in the 2,500-square-foot range. The first they build will be 50,000 square feet
with the interior portion being climate controlled, and the exterior non-climate controlled. That
will be located behind the existing self-storage facility.
There were no others to speak in favor of or opposition to and Mayor Hardy closed the Public
Hearing.
Adam Short stated the Planning Board recommended approval of the request.
Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the request for rezoning from O&I (Office and Institutional) to B1 (General Business) & RA-6 (Residential) was approved.
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5. Consider Approval of a Special Event Application – Fall Festival ------------ Keith Goyette
Keith Goyette, Interim Police Chief presented the Special Event request for the Fall Festival
at 711 Phillips Road. This is an annual event at the Kinston First P.H. Church scheduled for
Saturday, October 29th.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the Special Event Permit for the Fall Festival was approved.
6. Consider Adoption of a Policy for Advertising City-Owned Properties and Desired
Minimum Bids for the Upset Bid Process ----------------------------------------- Chris J. Suggs
(THIS ITEM WAS DISCUSSED AND MOVED FROM THE WORK SESSION)
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson, and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], subject to the language of the percentage of the appraised tax value
and advertising fees the policy was approved.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
1. Annual Kinston Christmas Parade and Tinsel Trail Update --------------------- Leon Steele
Leon Steele, Executive Director of Downtown Kinston Revitalization shared a video of last year’s
parade that had over 8,000 people on the 2-mile route. There were 500-plus people in the
parade and was broadcast live in 20 states courtesy of Neuse News and Magic Mile Media.
Mr. Steele announced that on Saturday, November 12th at 6:00 pm the lighting ceremony in
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Pearson Park and downtown Kinston will be held. He added that on that night Mayor Don
Hardy will speak, Pastor Deborah Murrell Dudley will give Christmas Prayer, Lissette
Kornegay will perform, and DJ Chris Raines will play Christmas carols in the park before the
ceremony begins and after the ceremony. Santa will turn on the lights as usual and you will
be able to go on the stage and take pictures with him. They will also have the Tinsel Trail and
put your business in the Tinsel Trail which is six weeks of advertising for their business (10X10
space) for $100 through Downtown Kinston Revitalization. This is a fundraiser for the nonprofit organization and any lighting they want other than inflatables. Mr. Steele shared that
new decorations are coming to downtown and thanked the City for investing in a skyline to go
over the street near the railroad tracks on Queen Street. He discussed other decorations that
will go down Queen Street out to Highway 70. At the end of the parade and Brooks Poole
Realty is sponsoring the foam cannon. The parade starts at 4:30 pm on Saturday, December
3, and anyone interested in being in the parade is encouraged to contact them. There are
sponsors for the game truck (Level Up Gaming) and their Laser Tag Trailer, courtesy of UNC
Lenoir Orthopedics and Sports Medicine and David Edwards with Overton Group. Mr. Steele
also announced that this year’s Grand Marshal will be Quentin Coples of the New York Jets.
Councilmember Aiken asked what time was for staging and Mr. Steele said it starts around
noon at Grainger Stadium. Mr. Aiken asked about the security and Mr. Steele stated that it has
been addressed. There has been a request for two additional officers this year.
Mayor Hardy thanked Mr. Steele for his work on the event, and Mr. Steele added that they are
looking for volunteers, and tomorrow they will be at Pearson Park if anyone has some time,
please come out and give your time. He asked them to contact Marian Green at 252-525-6144
or come out to the park.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
There was no City Attorney’s Report.
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
Mayor Pro Tem Hardy related there was a meeting with the County on some issues spoken about
in previous meetings and would share those conversations with the rest of the Council. Mayor
Hardy added that Michael James, County Manager, Linda Rouse Sutton, Chairwoman of Lenoir
County Commissioners, Eric Rouse, Vice Chair of Lenoir County Commissioners, Mayor Pro
Tem Hardy, and he met to talk about what can be done for Kinston/Lenoir County.
Councilmember Aiken reminded everyone of the time change on November 6th and shared his
concerns for pedestrians and bicycle riders. Mr. Aiken announced that on October 20th early voting
starts and stressed the importance of exercising your right to vote.
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Mayor Hardy thanked everyone for coming out and encouraged them to participate in the
upcoming activities and events.
ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hardy, and upon a
unanimous vote of [4-0], the Kinston City Council Meeting was adjourned at 8:18 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Thompson, City Clerk
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