
Minutes

Kinston City Council

City Hall ■ 207 East King Street

Tuesday, August 22, 2023

Regular Meeting at 5:30 pm

This meeting was held in person and published electronically at
httt)s://www.facL‘book.coin/Kin.stoiiCitvHall

Available for viewing on the local government channels 2 and 102

REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Councilmember Swinson delivered the prayer, and everyone recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Members’ Roll Call

Present: Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Chris J. Suggs, Felicia Solomon, Robert Swinson,

and Mayor Pro Tern Antonio Hardy

Present Also: Rlionda Bai'wick, City Manager, and Tim Carraway, City Attorney

CITIZEN COMMENT

Citizens must sign in before the start ofthe meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum
of 3 minutes. Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing

 Body or by appropriate City Staff.

David Hodges, 871 Hwy 58 South, Kinston, shared that Southwood Memorial Christian Church,

1027 FIw>' 58, will conduct a workshop on opioids and drug activities in Lenoir County on

Monday, August 28, 2023, at 7 p.m. Representatives from the Kinston Police Department, Lenoir

County Sheriff Department, and EMTs will be on hand for presentations and to answer questions

from the public. Mr. Hodges invited eveiyone to come out and spread the word in your church.

Milton Barnes, 112 N. Rochelle Blvd, shared his concerns about Holloway Pool. The Parks &

Recreation Department needs to improve the pool’s upkeep; the lifeguards must be trained and

encouraged to be courteous to the adults. The men’s bathroom could be better and more sanitary.

He stated that he spoke with the Health Department, who came out and tested the water; the

chlorine level was 7.5, which was not enough to close the pool. Mr. Barnes stated that older adults

like to swim, but the pool seems geared toward young people.
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Justin Smith, owner of Edwards Funeral Home, Kinston; Edward Funeral Home has been in

Lenoir County for 103 years and at its current location for over 58 years. Mr. Smith addressed his

concerns in reference to the new cemetery regulations that have been passed down. To be fair, he

said he has not spoken to the City Clerk. The new regulations requiring families to provide a copy

of a deed and full payment within 48 hours before opening grave spaces are not durable. Mr.

Smith shared that he has been in the funeral service for over 20 years he could probably count on

one hand the number of families who have the original deed to their grave space. He further stated

that this would be a hardship for families. Mr. Smith is asking if it is possible to waive this as he

could see unforeseen additional grief imposed on families.

Councilmember Swinson shared that several funeral home directors have called him over the past

week about the changes on the burial permit application. As stated by Councilmember Swinson,

the cemetery deed and the 48-hour notice have been inconvenient. Councilmember Swinson

suggested that the families should come to City Hall to make payment; the funeral homes currently

pay this fee upfront. Councilmember Swinson said he would meet with the City Clerk to discuss

compromising on some of the new additions to the burial permit form.

Councilmember Swinson thanked Mr. Smith for coming and said he contacted other Funeral

Directors.

Mayor Hardy thanked Councilmember Swinson for his concerns regarding the new cemetery

regulations. This would be a conversation with the City Clerk and or Council.

Councilmember Aiken asked Parks & Recreation Director, Mr. Povar, to address the recent

incidents at Holloway Pool. Mr. Povar shared that he is working with the City Council to solidify

funds for the renovation of the bathhouse. He has contacted general contractors to obtain prices.

They did face an unexpected failure this summer with the pump going down. Once the new pump

was installed, it took some time to recycle the water. This is a 150,000-gallon pool; it is larger than

an olympic-sized pool, and it does take time for the pump and equipment to recycle through that

water. Mr. Povar shared that 99% of the lifeguards are college students, many of whom have

returned to school. The policy states that we have lifeguards at our pools and cannot operate

without them. Mr. Povar, stated that he is listening to the great suggestions, and they will definitely

fine-tune the schedule to fit better for the community. Adult water aerobics and family hours

programming may be implemented. They are already planning to bring back the Holloway Sharks
recreation swim team.

Mayor Pro-Tern Hardy expressed that it was unfortunate that the pool had to be shut down. The

city made provision to transport children to the Lions Water Park at no cost. Mayor Pro-Tern Hardy

stated that he does not want the public to think we do not care about our young people and older

adults and any inconveniences we caused the community; the Council apologizes.
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Councilmember Suggs thanked Mr. Povar for informing City Council and the community

throughout this project and process. As soon as the pool encountered issues this summer, the

council and the public were notified, and any inquiries from the news media were answered.

Councilmember Suggs expressed that whenever the public has questions or issues, he encourages

the community to get their information directly from the City rather than hearsay and secondhand

knowledge. He said that he was not personally aware of the condition of the bathhouse until the

day of the pool's opening. The bathhouse is in desperate need of repairs, renovation, and upkeep.

He further stated that it was a huge oversight and a disappointment on the City's behalf, and that

is why, as a council/city government, we are very strategic and intentional about the projects we

pursue and how to spend our money. Councilmember Suggs expressed that the City is committed

and assures you that you will see improvements.

Mayor Hardy shared that the City is currently looking at a budget for the renovations of the

bathhouse. He stated that new things break, which happened when the pump went out. We are

doing our due diligence to respond accordingly to do what is necessary to put things in place.

Mayor Hardy encourages the public to talk with the council members, including himself, regarding

what is exactly going on and not by hearsay. Mayor Hardy thanked Mr. Povar and his team for

working hard to get the pool up and running.

Adoption of the Agenda

If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be entertained
prior to the Adoption ofthe Agenda

Councilmember Suggs asked that the City Manager’s Report, the City Attorney’s Report

and the Mayor and Council Reports be moved before the Closed Session.

Councilmember Svvinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Hardy, and upon a

unanimous vote of [5-0], the agenda was adopted.

MINUTES

Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on, Monday,

July 31, 2023 Debra Thompson

Mayor Pro Tern Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a

unanimous vote of [5-01, the July 31, 2023 minutes were approved.
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PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS

Kinston Police Department Awarded the 2023 Gang Unit of the Year Keith Goyette

Chief Goyette introduced several members of the Gang Unit Violent Crime Action Team. The

team received the 2023 North Carolina Gang Unit of the Year; this is the highest award you can

receive from the North Carolina Gang Investigator’s Association, which speaks volumes of what

the men and women are doing in the Police Department and their dedication. Chief Goyette shared

that the team was formed in late December 2022 to help fight crime in our City. Captain Arb was

selected to lead the team. This team is tasked with gang suppression and gang intelligence. Chief

Goyette shared that in the eight months, the illegal firearm seizures were up 58%, which equates

to a 50% reduction in murders in the city.

ACTION AGENDA

1. Consider award of the Vernon Avenue Sewer Rehabilitation Project to Herring

Rivenbark, Inc,, in the amount of $2,255,993. Steve Miller

Steve Miller, Public Services Director, shared that the project was originally bid on June 6, 2023,

but did not receive sufficient bids to open. The project was rebid, at which time two bids were

received. Burney & Burney Construction Company, Inc., and Pierring Rivenbark, Inc. The low

bidder provided written notice on July 3, 2023, that they were withdrawing their bid due to

“unintentional errors and omissions” in their bid. The remaining bid received was from Herring

Rivenbark, Inc., for $2,414,882.78

The bid includes sewer line replacement and rehabilitation along various blocks of Vernon Avenue

between Heritage Street and Hillcrest Road. Mr. Miller asked City Council to consider awarding

the Vernon Avenue Sewer Rehabilitation Project bid to Herring Rivenbark, Inc., for

$2,255,993.40.

Mayor Hardy shared that the start of the work on Vernon Avenue has to be done before getting the

road resurfaced in the future. Mr. Miller stated that this work will take care of all the sewer issues

that are causing issues when you are driving down the street.

Councilmember Swinson asked what is the percentage of the contingency. Mr Miller stated that

there is no contingency. The City has identified some services that may not need to be replaced

because properties are no longer developed, that alone could generate one to two percent additional

funds. Mr. Miller said he would return to a future council meeting to set up the budget if additional

savings are generated.

Rhonda Barwick, City Manager, shared that Vernon Avenue is an NCDOT roadway, and they plan

to resurface the road. The City has some sewer underneath the roadway and NCDOT have
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