Kinston City Council

MINUTES
June 15, 2021

Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall · 207 East King Street
Tuesday, June 15, 2021
Work Session at 5:30 pm
Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm
This meeting can be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/KinstonCityHall

WORK SESSION
Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.
Councilmember Roll Call
Present: Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Antonio Hardy, Kristal Suggs, Robert Swinson,
and Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon.
Present Also: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney.
Adoption of the Agenda
Mayor Hardy requested to move the Citizen Comments to the end of the 7:00 pm meeting, move
Item #2 of Presentations (Zachary Grady) to the 7:00 pm meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Solomon
requested the addition of Item #6 to the Action Agenda – Special Events Permit, and to move Item
#5 of the Action Agenda to Item #1. Mr. Sears added that the City Attorney needed an addition
of two closed sessions (GS 143-318.11 a (3) and (6).
If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be entertained
prior to Adoption of the Agenda.

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote [5-0], with the movement of the Citizen Comments to the end of the 7:00 pm
meeting, movement of Item #2 of Presentations (Zachary Grady) to the 7:00 pm meeting, the
addition as Item #6 – Special Events Permit to the Action Agenda, the movement of Item#5
of the Action Agenda to Item #1, and the addition of two closed sessions (GS 143-318.11 a (3)
and (6)), the agenda was adopted.
PRESENTATIONS
1. Juneteenth Proclamation --------------------------------------------------------------- Mayor Hardy
Mayor Hardy read the proclamation and shared the history of Juneteenth. He announced
upcoming events on July 19th from 10 am to 2 pm, Juneteenth Celebration at the African
American Music Trail Park. For more information, please call 252-527-7066 ext. 134 or visit
www.neuselibrary.org. On the 20th there will be a Black Dollar Festival held at the same
location and will include fun activities, informational speakers, and vendors.
2. Recognition of Zachary Grady -------------------------------------------------------- Corey Povar
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED TO THE 7:00 PM MEETING)
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3. Recognition of City of Kinston Retirees --------------------------------------------------- Lea Mills
Lea Mills, Human Resources Director shared that there are eleven retirees for July 1st, and
four are here tonight.
Donna Goodson, Finance Director spoke about Ms. Janice Sparrow and her extraordinary
service for 18 years. Mayor Hardy presented the retirement plaque. Ms. Sparrow thanked
everyone she worked with and expressed her happiness for making it to retirement Mayor Pro
Tem Solomon thanked Ms. Sparrow and shared that she has truly modeled customer service.
Chief Dilday spoke about Ms. Sue Johnson and her service to the City for 35 years. Mayor
Hardy shared his work experience with Ms. Johnson and read the retirement plaque. Ms.
Johnson thanked everyone and shared that she started in the Police Department to Customer
Service, to Employee Health, and back to the Police Department, which has always been her
passion.
Chief Dilday spoke about Sergeant Scott Jackson and his service to the City for 30 years.
Mayor Hardy shared that while working with Sergeant Jackson he learned a lot as an officer
and presented him his retirement plaque. Sergeant Jackson expressed his gratitude to the City
for the opportunity to work. Councilmember Hardy thanked Sergeant Jackson for his service.
Tony Sears, City Manager spoke about Chief Dilday and his service to the City for 26 years
and stated that he has served with his heart and soul. Mayor Hardy shared his experience
working with Chief Dilday and presented his retirement plaque. Chief Dilday stated that he
was grateful for the opportunity to work, and noted that his heart was here in the City and the
department. He thanked the men and women of the Police Department and stated they will
forever be his family.
Mayor Hardy thanked all the retirees for their true and dedicated service to the City.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Adopting Special Revenue Fund Amendment Ordinance-Seizure and Restitution
Fund (P9136) --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director stated the City has a Special Revenue Fund that was created
for the transparency in the collection and disbursement of funds received through forfeitures
and seizures. The fund has received revenues from the State of North Carolina from drug
forfeitures, court allocations, and donations as well as interest income from the federal
forfeiture monies. At this time, we are looking at appropriating these revenues and applying
them to future expenditures in their respective restricted line items for the prevention of crime.
She asked the Council to approve the amendment attached.
2. Consider Adopting FY2021 Operating Budget Amendment ---------------- Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director discussed the FY2021 Operating Budget Amendment line
items.
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ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1. CDBG-CV Update ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Sarah Arney
Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner explained that the CDBG-CV grant was for
$550,000 with $150,000 going towards vaccination events throughout the city. At the first
event held at Rochelle Middle School on June 8th from 8 am-2 pm we partnered with
Resourceful Clinical Labs, and nonprofits Add Love, and One-to-One With Youth to provide
us with assistance in canvassing and outreach. Ms. Arney shared that they canvassed 550
residences (including an apartment complex) with twelve (12) people being vaccinated at the
event. two (2) in-home vaccinations, and one (1) referral to the Lenoir County Health
Department. She related that a lot was learned from this event and there was also a tremendous
amount of support from the Parks and Rec., Police, Fire, and Planning and Code Enforcement
Departments. There was support from Lenoir County Public Schools, Mayor Pro Tem
Solomon, and the Rochelle staff as well as Kinston Teens and Healthier Together. Kinston
Teens provided information regarding Real IDs and their connection to voter registration. She
said they are looking to have these events be connected to social gatherings or other resources
that people can connect to in the community at the same time. She learned that a lot of folks
in that area had already been vaccinated. The second location will be moved nearby so that
the folks who have had their first dose will have access to the second dose, and she will also
have access to a new group to do canvassing. The location is at Southeast Elementary School
on June 29th from 3-6 pm. Food boxes will be provided, gift cards, and possibly a food truck.
Ms. Arney stated that they are hoping to push the opportunity to enter the lottery that has come
from the State for a drawing of $1 million. Newly vaccinated people will be entered into the
drawing twice, anyone vaccinated before will be entered once, and there is also a drawing for
college funding. There will be fliers coming out as soon as everything has been finalized. She
related that they are hoping to be present on July 3rd at Summerfest in Pearson Park. They are
continuing to look for events in July and August and hope to be supported by the Council and
all the City departments.
There are two other pieces of the CDBG-CV Grant. One of which is $200,000 through the
Public Services Department for emergency utility payments. They are currently working with
United Way, and everyone is encouraged to call 939-3282 to see if they are eligible. There are
income restrictions, but if eligible there is an application to be completed. If eligible the
application will be processed by United Way who will authorize Public Services to make
payment. The next piece is run through the M.I.S. Department for equipment to support
increasing internet access in City facilities.
Councilmember Aiken asked if the Johnson & Johnson vaccine was being used. Ms. Arney
explained that Resourceful Clinical Labs is using Pfizer and Moderna; whichever they have
access to and are prioritizing Pfizer for kids who are 12 and up (authorized for that age group).
Adults will have access to Moderna. She stated that as far as she knew Resourceful Clinical
Labs would not be using Johnson and Johnson.
Mayor Hardy thanked Ms. Arney for her work on the different programs and the work she was
doing here in the City.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Council entered closed session at 6:25 pm.
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CLOSED SESSION

(THIS ITEM WAS ADDED TO THE AGENDA)
Pursuant to NC General Statutes 143-318.11 (a) (3) – Attorney-Client Privilege and (6) –
Personnel.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Council entered the regular meeting at 7:00 pm.
Mayor Hardy recessed the meeting for five (5) minutes at 7:00 pm.
RECESS UNTIL 7:00 PM REGULAR MEETING
REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Don Hardy called the regular meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

MINUTES
Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meetings held on May 24, June 1,
and June 2, 2021 -------------------------------------------------------------------- Debra Thompson
(THIS ITEM WAS VOTED ON OUT OF ORDER)
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the minutes for May 24, June 1, and June 2, 2021, were approved
Councilmember Kristal Suggs delivered the prayer followed by the pledge of allegiance.
PRESENTATION
Recognition of Zachary Grady ------------------------------------------------------------ Corey Povar
(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED FROM THE 5:30 PM MEETING)
Corey Povar, Parks & Recreation Director introduced Zachary Grady as a local hero for rescuing
two (non-swimmers) from the river at the Neuseway Nature Center. Mayor Hardy thanked Mr.
Grady for his heart to save someone else without thoughts of himself. Mayor Hardy read the
Kinston Citizens; Honor Award plaque and thanked Mr. Grady for what he did. Mr. Grady
recounted his story of the event and thanked God for giving him strength. Mr. Povar added that
the Police and Fire Departments asked him to present Mr. Grady with challenge coins. The coins
are giving to special individuals that go above and beyond the call of duty. There were other items
of appreciation given as well. Mr. Grady was joined by family, friends, and the Council for
pictures.
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CONSENT AGENDA

1. Consider Adopting Special Revenue Fund Amendment Ordinance-Seizure and Restitution
Fund (P9136) --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Donna Goodson
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2. Consider Adopting FY2021 Operating Budget Amendment ---------------- Donna Goodson
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Mayor Pro Tem Solomon made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Consent Agenda items were approved
ACTION AGENDA
1. Consider Adoption of the Proposed FY 2021-2022 Annual Operating Budget Ordinance
Tony Sears
(ITEM MOVED FROM NUMBER 5 AND ITEMS FOLLOWING ARE RENUMBERED)
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Tony Sears, City Manager related that at two prior Council meetings we have discussed the
FY2022 Budget. The FY2021-2022 Budget is $109,797,897 and is made up of 20 annual
funds with 83% of that number being made up of four funds. The Electric Fund is $47 million
(44%), the General Fund is $25 million (23%), the Water Operations Fund is $10 million (9%),
and the Wastewater Fund is $7 million (6%). Mr. Sears stated this budget includes a $0.04 tax
increase and comes to a total of over $660,000 and explained that by state statutes we are
required to provide a balanced budget. The City of Kinston has been through hurricanes,
negative property revaluation, rising healthcare, and retirement obligations that are referred to
as unfunded mandates. Those have put pressure on our budget and over the past three to four
years, we have used General Fund Fund Balance to balance the budget. In our current budget,
$1.5 million was appropriated last year but that is not sustainable. To provide a balanced
budget to this body, it was required and necessary to have a tax increase of $0.04. In 2017 the
City of Kinston lost $0.07, and during the revaluation and at that time, Kinston gave back
$0.03. The City of Kinston has been operating on a $0.04 negative number that is roughly
$500,000 a year, and roughly$2-2.5 million that we have appropriated from Fund Balance to
keep from raising taxes before now. The City is just as valuable in 2020 as it was in 2010 and
has not had an increase in its General Fund Tax Ad Valorem. Other taxes that fluctuate are
sales tax, inter-governmental revenue, Powell Bill, and they have also negatively affected the
current budget. Capital purchase items are not in this budget, and discussions and hopefully,
the rules and regulations that govern the ARP Funds will be able to help purchase these items
if allowable. We are not in receipt of the ARP Funds as of this date. We will get $5.8 million
with half given this year and the other half will be given 12 months later.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon asked how much we were expected to receive from FEMA. Ms.
Goodson stated that we are looking for about $2.5 million from Matthew, Florence, Dorian,
and Isaias. We have received $5 million so far in eligible reimbursements. Mr. Sears added
that this budget does not contain any increases in water, sewer, electric, sanitation, or
stormwater; those fees will remain as in.
Councilmember Aiken asked Mr. Sears to expound on what we are projecting for the 2026
electric rate. Mr. Sears explained that Eastern Power Agency sold $1.9 billion in General
Assets to Duke Power 2017 for $1.2 billion leaving $700 million for defeasement and the final
payment to be made in FY 2025-2026. The City will then have the opportunity to reduce again
the electric rates to below the rates of Duke Energy Progress.
Councilmember Swinson stated that COVID-19 has been the pandemic that has made many
states and cities have budget issues. State revenues have declined, and costs are rising sharply,
and many businesses are struggling to operate; and at reduced hours. To balance our budget
as required by state law we have made cuts, tapped reserves, raised taxes $0.04, and found
enough revenue to close the shortfalls. With that being said, he asked us to take out or pull
forward the pay raises for ourselves out of this year’s budget for the upcoming year.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion to approve the budget that we have presented
before us. Councilmember Swinson withdrew the motion until Mayor Pro Tem Solomon’s
concerns could be addressed.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon addressed the Organizational Support line item regarding the Arts
Council. She requested that in consideration of the Arts Council closing in March of last year
and reopened last month, the $25,000 given last year be looked at to reduce the contribution
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made. Mr. Sears reminded that the body set a policy that the overall amount would be approved
in the budget and would be returned next fiscal year to approve the disbursement of those
funds; the conversation on the amount would be held in July.
Councilmember Hardy stated he was paid $7,200 this year and $200 of that was paid every
month in taxes. He stated he takes home $400 per month that he assured goes back into this
community. The small people are being left behind. He shared that he would like to keep the
pay raise in the budget to enable him to help support some of the small organizations.
Councilmember Aiken stated that he supports the Arts Council and some of the other
organizations. He said that he is part of some organization the receives money from the Arts
Council and they have to itemize the money received to a penny. He suggested that in the
future all organizations awarded money the City should ask for itemization, so the citizens
know what it is being spent for. He stated he would be making that motion in the future.
Secondly, regarding the pay raise, Mr. Aiken said that he calls it the Neuse News insurgency;
from the way they attacked the Council last year and retracted the pay raise. They get
approximately $600 per month and with the sororities and other different organizations that
they donate to; they do not just come to Council twice a month. He shared that at the beginning
of the pandemic, the Council helped feed over 4,000 people, the Mayor assisting with COVID
at the stadium, you cannot go to the barbershop, beauty shop, or grocery store without someone
approaching you with questions; they are putting in their time and effort. Mr. Aiken gave a
comparison of the pay for Greenville (Council-$1,250 and Mayor-$2,000), Elizabeth City
($1.090), Kinston (Council $600 and Mayor $1,300), New Bern (Council-$925 and Mayor$1,345), Goldsboro (Council-$1,650 and Mayor $2,100), and Wilson (Council-$930 and
Mayor-$2,022). In Wilson and New Bern, they are getting health and dental insurance. He
stated he was in favor of the raise with the total for six people being $18,000.
Councilmember Hardy stated it was never about money with him. He shared that since he had
been back in Kinston he has seen the constant work from Councilwomen Suggs and Mayor
Pro Tem Solomon; they have bought food and clothes for people, and they are not in the
business of making money. There are so many small people being left out and he believes that
this is a way that he can do better.
Councilmember Suggs shared that she wanted to acknowledge the remarks that
Councilmembers Aiken and Hardy have given. We cannot deny that all of those things are
relevant, and we all have served in a very impactful way with our communities. Timing is
never good. However, she stands in support of this just is not the right time and will not deny
that it is important. It is important to understand the relevance of the things that are taking
place in the City; $18,000 out of a $500,000 increase. That is not a significant amount when
you are talking about six people. She stated she was standing on the position that this is not
the right time. Ms. Suggs shared that in 2019 the gross income was less than $12,000. But
that did not stop her from showing up in every space, for every appointment, or every
engagement. If she made it through 2019, because of the situations in our community, her
emotional well-being is the most important thing to her in her life; she will not deal with all
the backlash for $300 per month added to her salary with a total of $18,000 across the board.
Councilmember Aiken discussed that he had called it the Neuse News insurgency. He asked
where those people were complaining about the raise last year when Smithfield did not pay
$500,000 in property tax. We find these things out in June. June is always the October
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surprise. Where were they when Hillcrest de-annexed? The citizens of Kinston pay 6 % taxes;
4 percent City tax and 2 percent county tax. One solution is instead of giving us a raise, make
the County pay 3% and we pay 3%. Mr. Aiken said that was his thought on it and he stands
fast.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion that we accept the amended budget minus the
salaries for the Mayor and City Council.
Mayor Hardy asked if there was anyone here to speak in favor of or opposition to. Mr. Sears
shared a reminder that the Public Hearing has been advertised, held, and closed. Mayor Hardy
state he just wanted to hear what anyone may have to say. There was a discussion with Ms.
Stewart regarding the protocol. Mr. Kinsey shared that he felt the raises should be given.
Councilmember Aiken added that in the budget retreat we said that we were canceling out one
of the speakers because they never come back with any good ideas. There was a previous
discussion regarding combining functions with the County. The speakers being canceled was
one reason the pay raise was added to the budget.
James Cauley, City Attorney noted that there was a motion on the floor.
Alice Tingle shared her concerns with the pay raises and stated she did not think it was a good
time to consider the raises.

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon seconded the motion and upon a roll call vote (Councilmembers
Aiken and Hardy- Nay and Councilmembers Suggs, Swinson, and Mayor Pro Tem SolomonYes) of [3-2], the FY 2021-2022 Annual Operating Budget Ordinance minus the salaries for
the Mayor and City Council was approved.
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Tony Sears, City Manager was excused for the remainder of the meeting at 7:45 pm.
2. Consider Bid Approval for E. Washington Avenue Sewer Rehab. Project----------Rhonda
Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director stated there was a project budget in the Sewer Fund
to make some improvements to the East Washington Avenue sewer. The low bidder was BioNomic Services, Inc. at $151,900. The project will line 700 ft. of sewer under East Washington
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Street from Dennis Street to Quinerly Street. She asked for consideration of awarding the bid
to Bio-Nomic Services for $167,090 that includes their low bid amount plus a 10% contingency.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Hardy and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the bid for $167,090 to Bio-Nomic Services, Inc. was approved.

3. Consider Authorizing Advertising and Hiring of Vacant Positions – Public Services -----Rhonda Barwick
Rhonda Barwick, Public Services Director shared that there are vacancies in the Public Services
and requested the Council to allow them to recruit for those. The Water Fund has an Equipment
Operator, and the Environmental Services Fund has three Sanitation Equipment Operators and
two Sanitation Workers.
Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], advertising and hiring of vacant positions was approved.
4. Consider Authorizing Recruitment of a Cashier – Finance Collections Department ------Donna Goodson
Donna Goodson, Finance Director shared that Ms. Sparrow retired as of July 1, and asked the
Council to approve the hiring of a new full-time cashier.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon
a unanimous vote of [5-0], recruitment of a Cashier was approved.
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5. Consider Authorizing Recruitment and Hiring of Vacant Position – Parks & Recreation
Corey Povar
Corey Povar, Parks and Recreation Director requested the approval to advertise and hire a
Center Assistant at the Planetarium.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon
a unanimous vote of [5-0], advertising and hiring of a Center Assistant at the Planetarium
was approved.
6. Consider a Special Event Permit for a Birthday Block Party ----------------- Jenee Spencer
(THIS ITEM WAS ADDED TO THE AGENDA)
Jenee Spencer, Interim Police Chief presented the special event permit for Saturday, June 19th
for a birthday/block party located at the intersection of Chestnut and Trianon Streets. This will
require street closures on Chestnut Street between MLK and Vance Street and on Trianon
Street between Tower Hill Road and Gordon Street. The residents have been notified that this
will impact, and it is a public event. The insurance and hold harmless agreement are attached
to the paperwork.
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon
a unanimous vote of [5-0], the Special Event Permit was approved.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City
Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may
speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes. Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions
will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City Staff
Please visit our website to complete and submit a Citizen Comment Form.
(Link can be found at the bottom of the home page under FAQ’s-Frequently Asked Questions)

(THIS ITEM WAS MOVED FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE AGENDA)
1. Ralphfiel Kinsey, 211 E. Vance Street, Kinston discussed estates. Mr. Swinson suggested
Mr. Kinsey contact the NC Board of Funeral Service to file a formal complaint. Mayor
Hardy referred Mr. Kinsey to speak with Interim Police Chief Spencer regarding the
legalities of his concern.
2. Brenda Stewart, 907 College Street-B, Kinston discussed a meditation log in Bill Fay Park,
“Log on to Meditation”; and spoke about the library celebrating Juneteenth at the
African Music Trail Park. Mr. Povar shared that he has spoken with the staff, and they
will get something done in Bill Fay Park regarding that space.
3. James T. Sparks, Jr., 910 Westover Avenue, Kinston addressed concerns regarding a
personnel issue.
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
There was no City Manager’s Report.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
There was no City Attorney’s Report.
MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORT
Councilmember Hardy stated he has expressed that he truly enjoys what he does and loves and
respects the staff he works with.
Councilmember Swinson thanked the citizens of Kinston for the love and support they have shown
during car issues he experienced and throughout his tenure as a councilmember. He said it is a
small village that helps mold and folds us.
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon shared that it is often said that the invitation has been offered to everyone
to share the power of their voices. You are encouraged to share your ideas and concerns. The
reality is that it is our community; it is our city. The voices shared make the City run smoother.
Our doors, emails, and phone lines are always open and made available to you.
Councilmember Aiken stated it was made mention that they did not know about the budget
reviewed tonight. He shared that we have been going over the budget for about six months and
suggested that the citizens attend Kinston 101 that teaches insight into how the City runs. He
thanked the staff for their efforts in providing a balanced budget.
Councilmember Suggs announced that the filing period opens from July 2-16. She encouraged
everyone to vote every year-make their voices heard.
Mayor Hardy stated that he echoed the sentiments of all the council members. He thanked the
citizens for their input. Mayor Hardy thanked the staff for always keeping their finger on the pulse.
He again encouraged everyone to attend the Council Meetings on the first and third Tuesday of
every month or email their concerns to the council members. He stated if they do not know about
it there is nothing they can do about it. Mayor Hardy said, “The power of we is much more
powerful than any one person will ever be.”
ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
unanimous vote of [5-0], the Kinston City Council meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Thompson, City Clerk
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